One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  November 
19, 1839,  A  Three  Day  Political  Debate 
Began  At  Springfield  With  Abraham 
Lincoln  A  Participant. 
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T  N  the  presidential  campaign  of  1836,  Martin  Van 
-  Buren,  the  Democratic  nominee  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  by  a  wide  margin.  His 
opposition  was  composed  of  four  Whigs,  running 
independently,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days.  The 
un-democratic  caucus  system,  an  instrument  instituted 
by  the  Democratic  party,  enabled  Van  Buren  to  win 
the  election  by  landslide  proportions,  although  his 
vote  was  less  than  51  percent  of  the  total  ballots 
polled.  The  other  49  percent  was  distributed  among 
the  four  luckless  Whig  die-hards,  insisting  the  caucus 
system  was  un-democratic  and  un-American.  And  so 
it  was. 

In  the  late  thirties,  the  years  of  Van  Buren’s  incum¬ 
bency,  an  economic  panic  made  itself  felt,  a  product  of 
boom  methods  not  unlike  those  responsible  for  the 
depression  from  which  we  hope  we  are  now  recover¬ 
ing.  As  the  years  slipped  by  the  wily  Whigs  began 
to  realiae  that  it  was  in  their  power  to  wrest  the 
presidency  from  the  Democrats  by  making  political 
capital  out  of  the  chaos  that  kept  company  with  the 
Van  Buren  administration.  To  do  this,  however,  it 
was  necessary  to  adopt  the  caucus  system,  unite  on 
one  man  and  achieve  a  high  degree  of  perfection  in 
party  organization.  -  .  „  - 

The  fruits  of  the  Whig  State  Convention  held  at 
Springfield  in  early  October  were  toward  a  close-knit 
organization.  The  management  of  the  approaching 
campaign  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  five  Springfield 
men,  and  they  began  early  to  weld,  their  discordant 
units  into  a  harmonious  whole.  The  five  members  of 
the  State  Central  Committee  were:  Abraham  Lincoln, 
who  needs  no  introduction;  Edward  D.  Baker,  Eng¬ 
lish  born,  one  time  Campbellite  preacher,  presently  a 
lawyer  making  great  strides  in  the  political  swim; 
Dr.  Anson  G.  Henry,  local  medico  with  a  flare  for 
politics;  Joshua  F.  Speed,  merchant  and  active  civic 
spirit;  and  Richard  F.  Barrett,  an  obscure  local  light 


of  whom  little  is  known.  Although  they  were  to  fail 
in  winning  the  state  for  the  Whigs  in  1840,  sub¬ 
stantial  inroads  in  the  ranks  of  the  opposition  were 
made,  mainly  through  their  efforts. 

■ 

The  year  1840  was  to  see  Whig  rallies  and  festi¬ 
vals,  speeches  and  debates  in  greater  numbers  than 
before.  The  State  Central  Committee  even  published 
a  special  newspaper  and  undertook  to  edit  it  them¬ 
selves,  thus  making  sure  its  influence  would  be 
measured  with  their  desires.  Perhaps  the  newest  in¬ 
novation  was  the  political  debates  in  which  parties 
of  both  political  faiths  were  invited  to  speak. 

The  first  of  these  de&ates^ook  place  in  Springfield 
on  November  19,  20  and  21,  1839.  Lincoln,  Baker 
and  Cyrus  Walker  spoke  for  the  Whigs,  and  Stephen 
A.  Douglass  and  Edmund  R.  Wiley  for  the  Demo¬ 
crats.  Since  neither  party  had  nominated  its  presiden¬ 
tial  aspirant,  the  debaters  busied  themselves  with 
denouncing  one  another  and  defending  themselves. 
Yet  the  idea  caught  on  so  well  that  Lincoln  chal¬ 
lenged  the  Democrats  to  repeat  the  debate  the  follow¬ 
ing  month. 

The  debates  were  held  in  Hoffman’s  Row,  the 
same  building  in  which  Stuart  &  Lincoln  maintained 
their  law  office.  Since  the  court  house  which  stood 
on  Springfield's  public  square  was  demolished  in  1837 
to  make  way  for  the  State  House,  rooms  in  Hoffman’s 
Row  were  rented  for  county  business.  The  room 
where  court  was  held  came  to  be  known  as  the  court 
room  and  it  was  here  that  speeches,  lectures,  etc.,  were 
held  in  the  absence  of  any  other  suitable  gathering 
place. 
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The  cachet  symbolic  of  this  event  is  Hoffman’s  Row  on 
North  Fifth  Street  in  Springfield.  Prepared  by  the  POOR 
RICHARD  PRESS,  5053  Montana  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
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FEBRUARY  1,  1940 . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  February  1,  1840,  The  First  Number  Of  The  Old 
Soldier,  A  Whig  Campaign  Newspaper  Was  Published  At  Springfield.  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  One 
Of  The  Editors. 

FEBRUARY  3,  1940 . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  February  3,  1840,  The  Illinois  Legislature  Adjourned 
Its  First  Springfield  Session.  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  A  Member  Of  That  Body. 

FEBRUARY  10,  1940 . Mailed  from  Peoria,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  February  10,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  In  Attend¬ 
ance  At  A  Whig  "Festival’'  In  Peoria. 

FEBRUARY  12,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[  Inscription  ]  The  One  Hundred  And  Thirty-First  Anniversary  Of  The  Birth  Of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

MARCH  14,  1940 . . . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  March  14,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  Nominated  A 
Candidate  To  The  Legislature  By  The  Sangamon  County  Convention  At  Springfield. 

MARCH  17,  1940  . . . Mailed  from  Jacksonville,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago, On  March  17,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Took  Part  In  A 
Political  Debate  At  Jacksonville. 

APRIL  6,  1940 . Mailed  from  Carlinville,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  April  6,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Delivered  A 

Political  Address  At  A  Whig  Rally  In  Carlinville. 

APRIL  9,  1940 . Mailed  from  Alton,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  April  9,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Delivered  A 

Political  Address  At  Alton. 

APRIL  11,  1940 . . . Mailed  from  Belleville,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  April  11,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Delivered  A 

Political  Address  At  A  Whig  Rally  In  Belleville. 

APRIL  20,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  April  20,  1840,  The  Springfield  Town  Council,  Of 
Which  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  A  Member,  Held  Its  Last  Meeting. 

MAY  2,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Tremont,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  May  2,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Took  Part  In  A 
Political  Debate  At  Tremont. 

JUNE  3,  1940 . ■- . .Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  June  3,  1840,  The  Young  Men's  Whig  Convention 
Was  Held  At  Springfield.  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  A  Prominent  Figure  At  The  Convention. 

JUNE  6,  1940 . . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

|  Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  June  6,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Made  His  First 
Appearance  In  The  Illinois  Supreme  Court  At  Springfield. 

JUNE  27,  1940 . Mailed  from  Shelbyville,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  June  27,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Delivered  A  Political 
Address  At  Shelbyville. 

JULY  20,  1940 . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  July  20,  1840,  Abr&ham  Lincoln  Took  Part  In  A 
Political  Debate  At  Springfield. 

AUGUST  3,  1940 . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  August  3,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  Elected  To 
The  Illinois  Legislature. 

AUGUST  25,  1940 . Mailed  from  Waterloo,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  August  25,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Took  Part  In  A 
Political  Debate  At  Waterloo. 

AUGUST  28,  1940 . Mailed  from  Mt.  Vernon,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  August  28,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Took  Part  In  A 
Political  Debate  At  Mount  Vernon. 

SEPTEMBER  5,  1940 . Mailed  from  Shawneetown,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  September  5,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Took  Part  In  A 
Political  Debate  At  Shawneetown. 

SEPTEMBER  17,  1940 . Mailed  from  Equality,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  September  17,  1840,  Abraham  Lincoln  Delivered 
A  Harrison  Campaign  Speech  At  Equality. 

NOVEMBER  23,  1940 . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  November  23,  1840,  The  Illinois  Legislature  Con¬ 
vened  At  Springfield.  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  A  Member  Of  That  Body. 

DECEMBER  5,  1940 . _ . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  December  5,  1840,  The  Notable  Rain  Pipe  Episode 
Took  Place  At  Springfield.  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  A  Participant  In  The  Ludicrous  Affair. 

DECEMBER  7,  1940 . Mailed  from  Springfield,  Illinois 

[Inscription]  One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  December  7,  1840,  The  House  Of  Representatives 
Began  Its  Second  Session  In  The  Newly  Built  State  House  At  Springfield.  Abraham  Lincoln  Was 
A  Member  Of  That  Body. 


The  inscriptions  given  above  represent  the  exact  wording  to  be  used  on  the  face 
of  each  cover  along  with  the  pictorial  cachet.  The  price  for  each  cover  and  its  enclo¬ 
sures  is  10  cents,  payable  in  advance.  When  orders  are  received  three  days  in  advance 
of  mailing  dates  given  above,  covers  will  be  mailed  direct  to  the  addressee,  franked 
with  3  cent  commemorative  stamps.  Orders  received  less  than  three  days  in  advance  of 
the  mailing  dates  given  above  or  after  the  mailing  dates  will  be  filled  with  covers  ad¬ 
dressed  in  erasible  pencil  to  the  Poor  Richard  Press  or  its  agents.  Such  covers  are  franked 
with  1 V2  cent  stamps.  We  urge  subscribers  to  place  there  orders  in  advance  of  mailing 
dates  when  possible,  so  that  they  can  avail  themselves  of  the  colorful  commemorative 
stamps  which  add  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  covers.  Back  issues  of  past  dates  can  be 
supplied  at  10  cents  each  during  the  year  1940,  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts.  Unmailed,  or 
mint  covers,  can  be  supplied  if  desired  at  5  cents  each.  Covers  with  destinations  in  for¬ 
eign  countries  [except  North  America]  and  Air  Mail  in  the  United  States  will  be  han¬ 
dled  for  15  cents  per  cover.  Remittances  should  be  made  in  coin,  currency,  money 
order  or  checks  drawn  on  Chicago  banks.  Checks  drawn  on  Out  of  Town  Banks  should 
include  10  cents  additional  for  exchange. 


The  Poor  Richard  Press  .  . 

5053  Montana  Street 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Kindly  enter  my  subscription  for  the  number  of  cachets  I  have  marked  above,  for 
which  I  enclose  $ . 

Name . . . 

Address . 


City  and  State. 


